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CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

Application Date:  January 7, 2015   

Applicant: James and Amy Pipe, owners 

Property: 205 W. 16
th
 Street, lots 47 & 48, and tract 46A, block 132, Houston Heights Subdivision.  

Significance: The property is a vacant lot located in the Houston Heights Historic District West.  

Proposal: Alteration – Revise a previously approved COA to include altering the previously approved 
window trim. 

The proposed new residence received a Certificate of Appropriateness in November 2013.  This 
application is a request to make revisions to the previously approved project.  The applicant 
proposes to add approximately 6” of decorative crown moulding above the existing trim board. 

See enclosed application materials and detailed project description on p. 5-11 for further details. 

Public Comment: No public comment received.  

Civic Association: No comment received.  

Recommendation: Denial - does not satisfy criteria 

HAHC Action: - 
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APPROVAL CRITERIA 

NEW CONSTRUCTION IN A HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Sec. 33-242: HAHC shall issue a certificate of appropriateness for new construction in a historic district upon 
finding that the application satisfies the following criteria: 

 S    D   NA  S - satisfies     D - does not satisfy     NA - not applicable 

       (1) The new construction must match the typical setbacks of existing contributing structures in 
the historic district 

       (2) The exterior features of new construction must be compatible with the exterior features of 
existing contributing structures in the historic district 

Trim board topped with multiple pieces of built-up moulding is a detail that is not typical to the 
contributing historic structures located throughout the Houston Heights Historic District West.  
A simpler trim, such as what was previously approved (trim board topped by a single piece of 
moulding), would be more appropriate for this project.  The proposed trim is overly 
decorative for what would typically found throughout the District and no other contributing 
house has that scale of moulding.  The design of new construction should complement, not 
compete with, the existing historic structures, and therefore be more muted in design and 
detail.      

       (3) The proportions of the new construction, including width and roofline, must be compatible 
with the typical proportions of existing contributing structures and objects in the historic 
district 

       (4) The height of the eaves of a new construction intended for use for residential purposes must 
not be taller than the typical height of the eaves of existing contributing structures used for 
residential purposes in the historic district; and 

       (5) The height of new construction intended for use for commercial purposes must not be taller 
than the typical height of the existing structures used for commercial purposes in the historic 
district.   Override  
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PROPERTY LOCATION  

HOUSTON HEIGHTS HISTORIC DISTRICT WEST 

  

  

N 

205 W. 16th  
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CURRENT PHOTO  
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WINDOW TRIM ALTERATION 

Previously Approved 
 

 

 

Proposed Alteration 
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WINDOW TRIM ALTERATION 

Detail (Proposed) 
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WINDOW TRIM ALTERATION  

SOUTH ELEVATION – FRONT FACING W. 16TH STREET 

APPROVED NOVEMBER 2013 

 

 

PROPOSED 
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WINDOW TRIM ALTERATION  

EAST SIDE ELEVATION 

APPROVED NOVEMBER 2013 

 

 

PROPOSED 
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WINDOW TRIM ALTERATION  

WEST SIDE ELEVATION 

APPROVED NOVEMBER 2013 

 
 

 

PROPOSED 
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WINDOW TRIM ALTERATION  

NORTH (REAR) ELEVATION 

APPROVED NOVEMBER 2013 

 

 

PROPOSED 
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TRIM EXAMPLE 

PHOTO OF PROPOSED TRIM (UNKNOWN LOCATION) 

 

 

 

PROJECT DETAILS 

Exterior Materials: Install a more decorative style window trim to the tops of all the windows instead of the previously 
approved more simple trim design.   

The previously approved trim was a 2¾” crown moulding above 1”x10” trim board.   

The proposed trim is to be a total of 6¼” crown moulding (5¼+1”) above 1”x10” trim board.   

See drawings for more detail.   

 


